
Grace News 

Missions. It sometimes seems like such a far 
away part of the Christian life. People in coun-
tries hundreds if not thousands of miles from 
where we are here in Berks County. And yet 
the main goal of missions work, sharing the 
gospel, is something that every Christian is 
called to do through the Gospels and the rest 
of the New Testament. We are called to follow 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 28:18-20 “18 And 
Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.’”  

To share the truth of Christ and the hope He 
gives to anyone who believers, to anyone who 
will listen. Are we doing that right where we 
are? Or are we instead “hiding our light under 
a bushel”?  

This year at the end of March we will be look-
ing more deeply into missions and those who 
have been led to share the gospel to others 
as a full time vocation. We will hear what God 
is doing right here in our own home state and 
around the world. Please take time to join us 
March 23, 26, and 27th for this eye opening 
opportunity! 

Wednesday Night Dinners 

Meals served on Wednesday at 5:00 PM 

$2/Child (3-11) | $4/Adult (12 & Up) 

Week 1 - 2/9  
 Chili, Baked Potatoes, Tortilla Chips 

Week 2 - 2/16 
 Roasted Sweet Potatoes, Sausage &  
 Broccoli Sheet Pan Meal 

Week 3 - 2/23 
 Chicken Noodle Soup & Creamy Potato 
 Soup  

Week 4 - 3/2 
 Parmesan Garlic Chicken, Asparagus,  
 Roasted Potatoes  

 To Christ be the Glory, what else could be 
more important in the Life of a Christian? In 
the days, weeks and months ahead as we 
struggle through the changes and the  
challenges within our church, houses,  
communities and the world it is my prayer 
that we look for the glory of Christ be the 
guiding factor of our responses to our rapidly 
changing scenario. In the past few months my 
world has been swirling with uncertainty and 
weighty decisions and attempting to measure 
the cost and benefit of every decision has 
been impossible. However, having tasted the 
goodness of God’s mercy has allowed me to 
rest on the divine comforter. Too often I allow 
the doubts and ‘what if’s’ occupy my thinking 
rather than the grace that God has shown in 
both good and bad decisions, and just like 
many of you I have made plenty of both over 
the years.    

 Brothers and sisters in Christ, as the dust 
settles and life moves forward, my time at 
Grace will be remembered as full of cheerful 
faces, faithful friends and a rich time of  
blessing. What is most encouraging to me is 
that this is only a foretaste of the wonderful 
work that God has in store for His people in 
the future. Until He completes His work in us, 
in the mean time we can endure because 
Christ endured on our behalf while we were 
still enemies of God. It is with great joy that 
you all will be in my prayers with thanksgiving 
for your faithfulness and though we will not 
be with you we will always be apart of you.  

 

With love and admiration, 

Pastor Sandy Holbert      

February 2022 

Thoughts from a Pastor  Missions 



Book Review 

A Time for Mercy  

By John Grisham 

This novel opens with a 

murder! Set in Clanton, 

Mississippi, a shy  

teenager has reached 

the point where he can 

no longer continue to 

witness the beatings and 

abusive behavior of his 

mother, by Josie's drunk 

boyfriend, Stuart, a local deputy. Her son had 

to put an end to it. And, that he did. 

As the tale unfolds, Jake Brigance, takes on 

the defense of sixteen-year old Drew Gamble, 

the accused. 

Brigance, in taking on this case, subjects his 

family, long-time friendships, his law practice 

and his personal finances to danger for jus-

tice to be done.  

There are many twists and turns as secrets 

come to be revealed. Truly a legal thriller. 

Will justice be done? Open up the pages for 

an exciting winter read. 

 

    ~ Reviewed by Bev. Myers 

Events 

CEF Berks cefberks.com 

Hannah’s Hope   

 hannahshopeministriesreading.org 

Hope Rescue Mission hopeforreading.org  

Life’s Choices  lifeschoicessupport.org 

Mercy Crisis Pregnancy Center   

 mercypregnancycenter.org 

Operation Christmas Child   

 Samaritanspurse.org  

 Talk to Beckie Merrick for more details. 

Pinebrook Bible Conference 

  pinebrook.org  

Victory Valley  victoryvalleycamp.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 

February  

26 

March 

12 

12 

 

23 

 

26-27 

 

 

Youth Movie Night 

 

BFC Day of Prayer | Cedar Crest BFC 

Youth Dodgeball Tournament  

 at Exeter BFC 

Missionaries visiting Wednesday Night 

Programs! 

Missions Emphasis Weekend 

 Details coming soon! 

Bible Studies  

Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesday|9:15am 

1st Corinthians 

Nancy Grossman  

Fellowship Hall 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays  

6:30pm 

“Reflections on the 

Words of Jesus”  

Dottie Haines  

at her home 

Men’s Bible Study 

Every other  

Saturday | 8:30am 

The Book of Judges 

Pastor Sandy  

Fellowship Hall 
 

 


