
Grace News 

In less than 3 months will be Christmas and a 
time of joyous gathering of family and friends. 
We celebrate the birth of Christ through gift 
giving and fellowshipping together. Also, 
many celebrate Christ’s birth through giving 
to others. Giving gifts to those who might not 
have anyone who can give them a gift  
themselves.  

That is what Operation Christmas Child hopes 
to do for millions of children around the 
world. Give them a gift, a gift that will remind 
them of the greatest gift of all. The gift of 
Christ’s death and resurrection to save us 
from our sins!  

Each year our church gets excited to be a 
small part of this great ministry by packing 
shoeboxes, together at the shoebox packing 
party or individually at home. The church 
then helps by being a Drop-off Center where 
shoeboxes are collected between November 
15-22 from people all around Berks County!  

These shoeboxes will then be packed up and 
sent to a Processing Center where a group of 
volunteers (maybe even an attendee of our 
church who decided to go on Black Friday!) to 
make sure there are no items that will impede 
the shipping of the boxes to countries all 
around the world! From the Processing  
Center the boxes are package up and shipped 
to individuals to hand out to children who are 
in need in their community. Shoeboxes can 
go anywhere! From Red Lake Native American 
Reservation to the other side of the world.  

Beckie Merrick and many attendees here at 
Grace collect supplies to fill shoeboxes 
throughout the year! However she needs help 
filling them all! Come help pack a box on 
November 10th in the Fellowship Hall from 
1pm-8pm. 

If you would look to join in the fun, talk to 
Beckie Merrick or Jennifer Lengel. Check out 
the bulletin board Jen put together in the 
North Foyer for sign ups to volunteer as well! 

“…While the earth remains, seedtime and har-
vest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day 

and night, shall not cease.” 

 I have been greatly enjoying the early 
autumn weather this week. Cool  
temperatures during my morning walks, 
pleasant sunshine at midday - even an end to 
insects and high humidity! I love the change 
of seasons, and fall is my favorite. 

 The variety of the changing weather is 
a gift to us from the Lord, but what is even 
more comforting is the promise of God that 
lies behind that variety. After Adam’s first sin, 
human wickedness was not restrained and 
violence filled the earth (Genesis 6:11). The 
worldwide flood in Noah’s day demonstrated 
God’s hatred of sin and the certainty of His 
judgment of sin in every generation. But after 
the flood, God initiated a covenant with Noah 
and his descendants, that He would never 
again bring such a temporal judgment to the 
earth. Instead, God established human  
government to hold back the expression of 
sin (Genesis 9:5-6). He also promised that He 
would uphold the pattern of physical  
conditions on earth until His redemptive plan 
is complete. In the fullness of time, God sent 
forth His Son, Jesus Christ to save His people 
from their sins. And the turn of the seasons 
will continue until every last one of God’s chil-
dren is safely home in heaven, and then the 
end shall come. 

 So every time you notice the change of 
the seasons and delight in it, take further 
comfort in the fact that God is still in control, 
and that His sovereignty, goodness, and grace 
will continue until He creates a new heaven 
and a new earth in which only righteousness 
dwells. 

       
           ~ Pastor Randall Grossman 
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THE RADIUM GIRLS  

by Kate Moore 

 This is the true story of the brave women 

who, during the Roaring Twenties and  

beyond, painted the fluorescent clock dials on 

the faces of watches and later aeronautical 

equipment for the military. Many women in 

their teens and twenties held these  

positions -- hundreds of them! 

The process they used was known as  

"lip-dip-paint" in order to get the fine point at 

the end of their camel-hair brushes. 

They saw themselves as part of the war effort 

through both World Wars. Little did they 

know their bodies were absorbing the harsh 

effects of a poison as the paint they were  

using was mixed with radium.  

There was fascination in the fact that they 

"glowed" from the fluorescent paint, even 

playing games with the dust. Over and over 

they were told they were safe. 

But, one by one these well-paid "artists"  

became ill from the task they performed. At 

first dental problems arose. Many lost teeth 

and sections of their jaw. Later joint issues 

developed as the radium entered their bones. 

Seeking justice, these brave women fought 

against the corporations --  United States  

Radium Corporation (USRC) in Northern New 

Jersey and in Illinois at Radium Dial -- with the 

aid of dentists, doctors and lawyers. Some in 

the throes of death, battled in court time  

upon time against the companies that had 

caused their pain and hardship. For some it 

was too late. 

Over several decades, these successful  

companies covered up their wrongdoings. 

Read how this sad tale concludes in this  

extraordinary book. 

    ~ Reviewed by Bev. Myers 

Ladies Bible Study 

Wednesday|9:15 am 

1st Corinthians 

Nancy Grossman  

Fellowship Hall 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays  

6:30 pm 

“Reflections on the 

Words of Jesus”  

Dottie Haines  

at her home 

Men’s Bible Study 

Every other  

Saturday | 8:30 am 

The book of Judges 

Pastor Sandy  

Fellowship Hall 

 

SOLO Bible Study  

Saturdays | 7:30 pm 

Studying Psalms  

Matt Piatt  

Fellowship Hall 

Events 

Hannah’s Hope   

 hannahshopeministriesreading.org 

Hope Rescue Mission hopeforreading.org  

Life’s Choices  lifeschoicessupport.org 

Mercy Crisis Pregnancy Center   

 mercypregnancycenter.org 

Operation Christmas Child   

 Samaritanspurse.org  

 October Needs:  Letter and Picture 

 Talk to Beckie Merrick for more details. 

Pinebrook Bible Conference 

  pinebrook.org  

Victory Valley  victoryvalleycamp.org 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

Pastor Nat’s Ordination at  

 Annual Conference at Pinebrook 

Light the Night 

Fall Family Fling 

Here I Stand! Reformation Presentation 

 

BFC Youth Reformation Rally | VVC 

OCC Shoebox Packing Party 

Bible Studies  


