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II. Conquering the Land (6:1-12:24) 

     “Through three major military campaigns involving more than thirty enemy armies, the people of 

Israel learn a crucial lesson under Joshua’s capable leadership: victory comes through faith in God 

and obedience to His Word, rather than through military might of numerical superiority.” [Bruce 

Wilkinson & Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1983), p. 52] 

     “Like a wise General, Joshua utilizes the divide-and-conquer strategy; and his campaign leads 

him to central Canaan (6-8), southern Canaan (9-10), and finally to northern Canaan (11-12).” 

[Wilkinson & Boa, Talk Thru the Bible, p. 53] 

     “By attacking Jericho and Ai, Joshua drove a wedge into the heart of Canaan making it 

impossible for the powerful coalitions of the north and south to unite.” [Phillips, Exploring the 

Scriptures, p. 53] 

     A. The Conquest of Central Canaan (6:1-8:35) 

     “Joshua’s campaign in central Canaan (6:1-8:35) places a strategic wedge between the northern 

and southern cities preventing a massive Canaanite alliance against Israel. The divide-and-conquer 

proves effective, but God’s directions for taking the first city (Jericho) sound like foolishness from a 

military point of view. The Lord uses this to test the people and to teach them that Israel’s success in 

battle will always be by His power and not their own might of cleverness.” [Wilkinson & Boa, Talk 

Thru the Bible, p. 55] 

          1. Victory at Jericho (6:1-27) 

     “The city of Jericho stood at the entrance to the land.  It would have to be defeated if Israel was to 

move farther.... “The strategy, said the Lord, would be one of marching, not battle.” [Gordon 

MacDonald, Mid-Course Correction, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2000), p. 145] 

     “Now the Israelites see those walled cities and towers, whose height was reported to reach to 

heaven, the fame whereof had so affrighted them, ere they say them, and were ready doubtless to 

say, in their distrust, Which way shall we scale these invincible fortifications? What ladders, what 

engines shall we use to so great a work? God prevents their infidelity: ‘Behold, I have given 

Jericho into thine hand.’” [Hall I, p. 243] 

               a. The Basis of Faith (6:1-5) 

     “In verse 1 we have Jericho as it appeared to the eye of sense: ‘Now Jericho was straitly shut up 

because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in.’ In verse 1 we have Jericho as it 

appeared to the eye of faith: ‘And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given unto thine hand 

Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valor.’” [The Sermon Bible II, p. 241-242] 

     “Every carnal heart is a Jericho shut up; God sets down before it, and displays mercy and 

judgment in sight of the walls thereof: it hardens itself in a willful security, and saith, ‘...I shall never 

be moved.’” [Hall I, p. 242-243] 

     “What sure work did the king of Jericho think he had made! he blocked up the passages, 

barred up the gates, defended the walls, and did enough to keep out a common enemy.... 

Methinks I see how they called their counsel of war, debated of all means of defense, gathered 

their forces, trained their soldiers, set strong guards to the gates and walls; and now would 

persuade one another, that, unless Israel could fly into their city, the siege was vain.... And now, 

while they have shut out their enemy, they have shut in their own terror.” [Hall I, p. 242-243] 

    “We have here a contest between God and the men of Jericho.… I. Jericho resolves Israel shall 

not be its master, v. 1.... II. God resolves Israel shall be its master, and that quickly....v. 2. See, I 

have given into thy hand Jericho. Not, 'I will do it, but, I have done it...” [Matthew Henry's 

Commentary II, p. 23] 

     “O ye fools of Jericho, what if your walls be strong, your men valiant, your leaders skillful, 

your kind wise, when God hath said, ‘I have given thee the city!’ What can swords or spears do 



against the Lord of hosts? Without him means can do nothing; how much less against him!” [Hall 

I, p. 243-244] 

     “The captain of the Lord's host gives directions how the city should be besieged. No trenches 

are to be opened, no batteries erected, nor battering rams drawn up, nor any military preparations 

made; but the ark of God must be carried by the priests round the city once a day for six days 

together, and seven times the seventh day, attended by the men of war in silence, the priests all 

the while blowing with trumpets of rams' horns, v. 3, 4. This was all they were to do.... Upon a 

signal given, they must all shout, and immediately the wall should fall down.... God appointed 

this way, (1) To magnify his own power, that he might be exalted in his own strength (Psalm 

21:13), not in the strength of instruments. God would hereby yet further make bare his own 

almighty arm for the encouragement of Israel and the terror and confusion of the Canaanites. (2) 

To put an honor upon his ark, the instituted token of his presence.... (3) It was likewise to put 

honor upon the priests, who were appointed upon this occasion to carry the ark and sound the 

trumpets… (4) It was to try the faith, obedience, and patience, of the people, to try whether they 

would observe a precept which to human policy seemed foolish to obey and believe a promise 

which in human probability seemed impossible to be performed. They were also proved whether 

they could patiently bear the reproaches of their enemies and patiently wait for the salvation of 

the Lord. Thus by faith, not by force, the walls of Jericho fell down. (5) It was to encourage the 

hope of Israel with reference to the remaining difficulties that were before them. That suggestion 

of the evil spies that Canaan could never be conquered because the cities were walled up to 

heaven (Deuteronomy 1:28) would by this be forever silenced. The strongest and highest walls 

cannot hold out against Omnipotence; they needed not to fight, and therefore needed not to fear, 

because God fought for them.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 23-24] 

     “seven.... Observe the significance here of the number: seven priests; seven hours; seven days 

of compassing the walls, seven repetitions of it on the seventh day.” [Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 571] 

     “Never was such a method propounded to reasonable man, or one more open to the objections and 

exceptions of worldly wisdom. No arrangement of his forces could have been more open to objection 

than that which God required of him. He was to march round Jericho once a day for six successive 

days, and seven times on the seventh day, the priests carrying the ark and blowing with trumpets,, the 

men of war going before, and others following the ark, making a long narrow line round the place. 

We know that the city was provided with gates, like other fortified cities: What was there to prevent 

the men of Jericho from sallying out at each of the gates, breaking up the line of Israel into sections, 

separating them from each other, and inflicting dreadful slaughter on each? Such a march round the 

city seems to be the very way to invite a murderous attack. But it is the Divine command. And this 

process of surrounding the city is to be carried on in absolute silence on the part of the people, with 

no noise save the sounding of trumpets until a signal is given; then a great shout is to be raised, and 

the walls of Jericho are to fall down flat on the ground. Who would have thought it strange if Joshua 

had been somewhat staggered by so singular directions, and if, like Moses at the bush, he had 

suggested all manner of objections, and shown the greatest unwillingness to undertake the operation? 

The noble quality of his faith is shown in his raising no objection at all. After God has thus answered 

his question, ‘What saith my Lord unto His servant?’ he is just as docile and submissive as he was 

before. True faith is blind to everything except the Divine command. When God has given him his 

orders, he simply communicates them to the priests and to the people. He leaves the further 

development of the plan in God’s hands, assured that He will not leave His purpose unfulfilled. 

     “Nor do the priests or the people appear to have made any objection on their part. The plan no 

doubt exposed them to two things which men do not like, ridicule and danger. Possibly the 

ridicule was as hard to bear as the danger. God would protect them from the danger, but who 

would shield them from the ridicule? Even if at the end of the seven days, the promised result 

should take place, would it not be hard to make themselves for a whole week the sport of the men 

of Jericho, who would ask all that time whether they had lost their senses, whether they imagined 



that they would terrify them into surrender by the sound of their rams’ horns? How often, 

especially in the case of young persons, do we find this dread of ridicule the greatest obstacle to 

Christian loyalty? And even where they have the strongest conviction that ere long the laugh, if 

laughter may be spoken of in the case, will be turned against their tormentors, and that it will be 

clearly seen who the men are whom the King delighteth to honor, what misery is caused for the 

time by ridicule, and how often do the young prove traitors to Christ rather than endure it? All the 

more remarkable is the steadiness of the priests and people on this occasion. We cannot think that 

this was due simply and solely to their loyalty to the leader to whom they had recently sworn 

allegiance. We cannot but believe that personal faith animated many of them, the same faith as 

that of Joshua himself. Their wilderness training and trials had not been in vain; the manifest 

interposition of God in the defeat of Sihon and Og had sunk into their hearts; the miraculous 

passage of the river had brought God very near to them; and it was doubtless in a large measure 

their conviction that He who had begun the work of conquest for them would carry it on to the 

end, that procured for Joshua’s announcement the unanimous acquiescence and hearty support 

alike of priests and people. 

     “And hence, too, the reason why, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the falling down of the 

walls of Jericho is specially accounted for as the result of faith: ‘By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

down, after they were compassed about seven days’ (ver. 30). The act of faith lay in the 

conviction that God, who had prescribed the method of attack, foolish though it seemed, would 

infallibly bring it to a successful issue. It was not merely Joshua’s faith, but the priests’ faith, and 

the people’s faith, that shone in the transaction. Faith repelled the idea that the enemy would sally 

forth and break their ranks; it triumphed over the scorn and ridicule which would certainly be 

poured on them; it knew that God had given the directions, and it was convinced that He would 

bring all to a triumphant issue. Never had the spiritual thermometer risen so high in Israel, and 

seldom did it rise so high at any future period of their history. That singular week, spent in 

marching round Jericho again and again and again, was one of the most remarkable ever known; 

the people were near heaven, and the grace and peace of heaven seem to have rested on their 

hearts.” [Blaikie, p. 667] 

     “It seemed good to Infinite Wisdom to appoint this method of besieging the city. I. To 

magnify His power, and show in a convincing manner both to the Canaanites and to Israel, that 

Omnipotence alone had achieved the work. II. To try the faith and obedience of Joshua and the 

people by prescribing a course of conduct that seemed to human wisdom the height of folly. III. 

To put honor upon the ark as the appointed token of His presence and to confirm still more fully 

that veneration and awe with which they had always been taught to regard it.” [G. Bush in Gray 

& Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 571] 

     "The walls of Jericho could fall down only by the exercise of divine power; but the children of 

Israel must needs encompass them." [Meyer, Joshua, p. 79] 

               b. The Trial of Faith (6:6-14) 

     “We have here an account of the cavalcade which Israel made about Jericho...” [Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary II, p. 24] 

     "...They had to learn that the land was a gift, to be received by faith, not won by effort. God 

required of them only to obey and wait and trust..." [Meyer, Joshua, p. 75] 

     “There was never so strange a siege as this of Jericho: there was no mount raised, no sword 

drawn, no engine planted, no pioneers undermining; here were trumpets sounded, but no enemy 

seen; here were armed men, but no stroke given: they must walk, and not fight, seven...days must 

they pace about the walls, which they may not once look over to see what was within. Doubtless 

these inhabitants of Jericho made themselves merry with this sight: when they had stood six days 

upon their walls, and beheld none but a walking enemy; What, say they, could Israel find no walk 

to breathe them with, but about our walls? Have they not traveled enough in their forty years’ 

pilgrimage, but they must stretch their limbs in this circle?... What, do these vain men think 



Jericho will be won by looking at?... If this be their manner of siege, we shall have no great cause 

to fear the sword of Israel.” [Hall I, p. 244]  

     “They continued to do this during the time appointed, and seven times the seventh day, though 

they saw not any effect of it... If we persevere in the way of duty, we shall lose nothing by it in 

the long run. It is probable they walked at such a distance from the walls as to be out of the reach 

of the enemies' arrows... We may suppose the oddness of the thing did at first amuse the besieged, 

but by the seventh day they had grown secure... Probably they bantered the besiegers, as those 

mentioned in Nehemiah 4:2, ‘What do these feeble Jews? Is this the people we thought so 

formidable? Are these their methods of attack?’ Thus they cried peace and safety, that the 

destruction might be the more terrible when it came.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 25] 

               c. The Reward of Faith (6:15-25) 

                    i.  Israel’s Faith (6:15-21) 

     “All the men of war must compass the city; yet it was not the presence of the great warriors of 

Israel that threw down the walls of Jericho. Those foundations were not so slightly laid, as that they 

could not endure either a look, or a march, or a battery. It was the ark of God, whose presence 

demolished the walls of that wicked city. The same power that drave back the waters of Jordan 

before...cast down all those forts.” [Hall I, p. 245] 

     “’wall fell down,’ no hand of men interposed to bring about this catastrophe, no merely 

natural cause precipitated the fall; ‘by faith,’ as the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews declares, 

‘the walls of Jericho fell down (Heb. xi.30).” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 573] 

     "The people shouted before the walls fell. Anybody can shout after they fall. Faith anticipates 

victory and celebrates in advance." [Vance Havner, Day By Day, (Old Tappan, NJ: Fleming H. 

Revell Company, 1953), p. 195] 

     “If but one Israelite had knocked at the gates of Jericho, it might have been thought their hand had 

helped to the victory. Now, that God may have all the glory, without the show of any rival, yea, of 

any means, they do but walk and shout and the walls give way.” [Hall I, p. 247] 

     “The people had religiously observed the orders given them concerning the besieging of 

Jericho, and now at length Joshua had told them (v. 16), ‘The Lord hath given you the city, enter 

and take possession.’” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 26] 

     “accursed, R.V. ‘devoted.’ See ideal illus in Le. xxvii. 28, 39. Jericho was to be regarded as kind 

of first-fruits of their victory, and so must be devoted wholly to God.” [Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 572-573] 

     “The ‘devoted things’ refers to things said to belong to God because they were declared to be 

His.... At the Battle of Jericho, Israel’s character would be tested by keeping its hands off the devoted 

things: the silver and gold and bronze found in the city. In Midian, the men were supposed to keep 

their hands away from the Midianite women. They had not. In Jericho, they were to keep their hands 

off the silver and gold and bronze. Would they? 

     “As far as we know, all but one person complied. 

     “Achan, son of Carmi, son of Zimri, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah....secreted some of the 

devoted things in the floor of his tent. And he had every reason, at first, to think that he had gotten 

away with it.... 

     “Bury something (as Achan had done) or go away some distance (as Johan tried to do) or smooth 

things over (as David and Bathsheba attempted with sacrifices), and you might get away with your 

secret. It was bad theology.... Biblically defined character is based on the working knowledge that 

nothing can be hidden from God.” [MacDonald, Mid-Course Correction, p. 146-147]  

     “What did Achan get by his wedge of gold? It was a wedge to cleave asunder his soul from God.” 

[Thomas Watson, The Mischief of Sin, (Morgan, PA: Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1671), p. viii] 

                    ii. Rahab’s Faith (6:22-25) 

     “The walls of Jericho fell down by faith, and she was saved by faith.” [Gray & Adams Bible 

Commentary I, p. 573] 



     “This story comes in like an oasis in these terrible narratives of Canaanite extermination. 

There is much about it that is beautiful and striking, but the main thing is that it teaches the 

universality of God’s mercy, and the great truth that trust in Him unites to Him and brings 

deliverance, how black soever may have been the previous life.” [Maclaren, Expositions of Holy 

Scripture II, p. 140\ 

     “The same persons that she had secured were employed to secure her, v. 22, 23. They were 

best able to do it who knew her and her house, and they were fittest to do it, that it might appear it 

was for the sake of her kindness to them that she was thus distinguished and had her life given her 

for a prey. All her kindred were saved with her.... Bishop Pierson observes that Joshua's saving 

Rahab the harlot, and admitting her into Israel, were a figure of Christ's receiving into his 

kingdom, and entertaining there, the publicans and the harlots, Matthew 21:31.” [Matthew 

Henry’s Commentary II, p. 27] 

               d. The Reward of Unbelief (6:26) 

     “Every living thing in Jericho, man, woman, child, cattle, must die. Our folly would think this 

merciless.... Cursed be that mercy. That opposes the God or mercy.” [Hall I, p. 248] 

     “How could a holy, loving God command the killing of the entire population of a city? The 

people were wicked sinners with whom God had been patient for years (Gen. 15:16-21). They knew 

that judgment was coming (Josh. 2:9-11) and could have followed the example of Rahab and been 

delivered if they had exercised faith.” [Wiersbe, With the Word, p. 132-133]  

     “The battles involved with entering the land of Canaan are not ordinary Old Testament battles. 

Here, Israel is operating uniquely on behalf of God and is called to carry out a complete destruction 

of the people and their goods. This unique war of holy destruction ⎯ which is not the common 

practice of warfare for ancient Israel ⎯ presupposes that God has the sovereign right to execute 

judgment against Israel’s enemies.” [Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 100] 

     “If they had not had a divine warrant under the seal of miracles for this execution, it could not 

have been justified, nor can it justify the like now, when we are sure no such warrant can be 

produced. But, being appointed by the righteous Judge of heaven and earth to do it, who is not 

unrighteous in taking vengeance, they are to be applauded in doing it as the faithful ministers of 

his justice.” [Matthew Henry’s Commentary II, p. 26] 

     “This was an act of God’s judging people who deserved it (cf. Gen. 15:16). In some ways it was 

no different than the flood and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; the only difference in the 

case of the conquest of Canaan was that human beings were the agents of destruction.... The wars of 

military conquest were limited to the land of Canaan, where God’s holy presence was to dwell, and 

they were one-time actions, foreshadowing final judgment when the world will be cleansed from all 

evil (2 Pet. 3:11-14; Rev. 21:2-8). In the meantime, the constant concern is that Israelite faith would 

be contaminated and destroyed if Canaanite idolatry were allowed to coexist with it. Without that 

faith intact, God’s salvation-project ⎯ to bless the nations through Israel ⎯ would be in jeopardy 

(Gen. 12:3).” [NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible, p. 282-283] 

     “...a city which was cherem or ‘devoted’ could not be rebuilt, Deut xiii.16.... Comp. Jos. 

xviii.21; Ju. iii.13; 2 Sam. x.5.” [Gray & Adams Bible Commentary I, p. 573] 

               e. The Fruition of Faith (6:27)  

     "...This narrative of the taking of Canaan is...a miniature anticipation of what is yet to transpire... 

God has given the kingdoms of this world to his Son; but they will have to be engirdled by the 

sacramental hosts of his elect until he shall have put down all rule and authority and power." [Meyer, 

Joshua, p. 83] 

 


